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§ 2 License as contract or property right

A license is not a contract between the sovereignty and the licensee and is not property in any constitutional sense.
IHowever, a license is a revocable interest, 2and thus, at least in the context of jurisdiction to revoke a
license, the licensee maintains a property interest in a license prior to its revocation, 3even where the license
is allowed to lapse. 4

Reference

1 Bradford v. State of Hawaii, 846 F. Supp. 1411 (D. Haw. 1994) (applying Hawaii law); A.B.C. Home Furnishings, Inc. v.
Town of East Hampton, 947 F. Supp. 635 (E.D. N.Y. 1996) (applying New York law); Russell v. Board of Plumbing Examiners of
County of Westchester, 74 F. Supp. 2d 339 (S.D. N.Y. 1999), adhered to on reargument, 74 F. Supp. 2d 349, 45 Fed. R. Serv.
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2003); State ex rel. First Presbyterian Church of Miami v. Fuller, 134 Fla. 212, 183 So. 726 (1938); Medias v. City of
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City of Portland v. Cook, 48 Or. 550, 87 P. 772 (1906); WMS Gaming, Inc. v. Sullivan, 6 A.3d 1104 (R.I. 2010); South Carolina
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2 WMS Gaming, Inc. v. Sullivan, 6 A.3d 1104 (R.1. 2010).

3 U.S. v. Dicter, 198 F.3d 1284 (11th Cir. 1999) (applying Georgia law); Nicoletti v. State Bd. of Vehicle Mfrs., Dealers and
Salespersons, 706 A.2d 891 (Pa. Commw. Ct. 1998); Modi v. West Virginia Bd. of Medicine, 195 W. Va. 230, 465 S.E.2d 230

(1995).

4 Nicoletti v. State Bd. of Vehicle Mfrs., Dealers and Salespersons, 706 A.2d 891 (Pa. Commw. Ct. 1998).

As to revocation, generally, see 88 56 to 63.
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